
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                  
 
Contact: Darryl Magree, Japan-America Society of Minnesota 
                 612-627-9357   
               Mary-Jane Atwater, Director of Communications, The Maureen and    

Mike Mansfield Foundation  
202-347-1994 

 
Prominent Japanese Women Policymakers to Visit Twin Cities to Examine 

Social Issues with U.S. Counterparts 
 

 The looming problem of aging populations and shrinking workforces threatens to sap the 

economic growth of many of the world’s leading nations, with Japan facing this quagmire first and 

the United States close behind.  A group of seven prominent Japanese women policymakers will join 

their U.S. counterparts to examine social policies that respond to this problem during a weeklong 

exchange in the Twin Cities, July 9-12, and in Washington, D.C., July 12-16.  The National 

Association of Japan-America Societies, the Japan-America Society of Minnesota and the Maureen 

and Mike Mansfield Foundation are the program organizers, with major funding from Citigroup and 

in-kind support from All Nippon Airways. 

 Entitled “From the Capitals to the Community: Women and Public Policy in the United 

States and Japan,” the exchange will focus on such topics as healthcare and pension reform, 

immigration and human trafficking, and policies that support women in the workforce.   

Members of the Japanese delegation include: 

Fujii, Kiyoko Chairman, Yokohama Women’s Association for Communication and Networking 

(YWACN) and former Deputy Mayor of the city of Yokohama 

Higuchi, Keiko President, Women’s Association for a Better Aging Society, Osaka, Japan 

Mizushima, Hiroko  Member, Japan’s House of Representatives (Democratic Party of Japan) 

Nakamura, Tsuyako Professor, Doshisha University 

Otani, Mikiko Attorney, Otani Law Offices, Tokyo 

Shikano, Sachie CEO, YWCA of Osaka 

Tamai, Keiko Senior Program Officer, Asia Foundation 
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               During the Twin Cities visit, Sharon Sayles-Belton, senior fellow at the Hubert 

Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs and former mayor of Minneapolis, and Karen Schwarzwalder, 

YWCA executive director , Columbus (OH) Board of Education member, will join the delegation.  

Both Ms. Sayles-Belton and Ms. Schwarzwalder traveled to Japan in December 2004 with the 

delegation of U.S. women officials participating in the first phase of the exchange. 

While in the Twin Cities, the U.S. and Japanese women will participate in a roundtable 

discussion at the Tubman Family Alliance and a briefing on aging issues at the Medica Skyway 

Senior Center. The group also will visit the Minnesota state capitol.  Consul General Yutaka 

Yoshizawa will host a dinner.  Before departing for Washington, D.C., the delegation will 

participate in a breakfast roundtable at the offices of Dorsey and Whitney.   

 The following events are open to the media:    

1. Monday, July 11, 2005  9:30 – 11:30 am,  Roundtable at the Tubman Family Alliance, 

3111 First Avenue South, Minneapolis.  Contact:  Randy Schubring, Communications 

Director, 612-767-6693 

2. Monday, July 11, 2005  2:00 pm – 3:30 pm, Briefing on Aging Issues  at the Medica 

Skyway Senior  Center, 950 Nicollet Avenue, Suite 209, Minneapolis.  Contact:  Ruth 

Kildow, City of Minneapolis Senior Ombudsman Office, 612-673-3004 

All media must contact Darryl Magree 612-627-9357 to confirm attendance. 

 The Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization that promotes 

understanding and cooperation among the nations and peoples of Asia and the United States. The 

Foundation honors the late Mike Mansfield and his wife Maureen. Mansfield served as U.S. 

congressman from Montana, senate majority leader and U.S. ambassador to Japan.  Maureen and 

The Foundation has offices in Washington, D.C.; Tokyo, Japan; and Missoula, Montana.      

 The National Association of Japan-America Societies, Inc. (NAJAS) is a private, non-profit, 

non-partisan organization that offers educational, cultural and business programs about Japan and 

U.S.-Japan relations to the general public through its member Japan and Japan-America Societies. 

NAJAS is the only national non-profit network in the United States dedicated to public education 

about Japan. NAJAS consists of 40 independent Japan-related organizations located in 32 cities 

around the country. Its membership cuts across usual group boundaries (business, political, 

academic, American, Japanese, etc.) and affords a variety of perspectives on U.S.-Japan relations. 
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Tubman Family Alliance, a pioneer in family violence prevention nationwide, offers a full 

range of services for all community members—men, women, and children—with the aim of 

preventing and ending family violence.  Services in Hennepin, Washington, and suburban Ramsey 

counties include a 24-hour help line, legal advocacy, three crisis shelters, youth and family support 

services, in-home support and counseling services.   

 

### 


