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CHRISTOPHER J. LAFLEUR JOINS BOARD OF MAUREEN AND MIKE  
MANSFIELD FOUNDATION  

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. The Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation, a non-profit 

organization that promotes understanding and cooperation in U.S.-Asia relations, today announced 

that Christopher J. LaFleur, Vice Chairman of J.P. Morgan Securities Japan Co., Ltd., has joined the 

Foundation’s board of directors.   

“We are very pleased to have Ambassador LaFleur on our board of directors,” said 

Mansfield Foundation Executive Director L. Gordon Flake.  “Ambassador LaFleur brings to the 

board an understanding of U.S.-Asia relations based on years of experience working with our Asian 

partners in Washington and in key postings in Japan, Taiwan, and Malaysia.  The board will benefit 

greatly from the depth of his diplomatic experience, his financial expertise, and his active 

engagement in our efforts to further understanding between the United States and Asia.” 

Christopher J. LaFleur’s distinguished career with the U.S. Foreign Service began in 

1973.  The U.S. Embassy in Tokyo was among his earliest diplomatic postings, along with Paris, 

Sapporo, and the U.S. Mission to the United Nations.  He also served as Director of the Office of 

Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia at the Department of State.  From 1993-1997, Ambassador LaFleur 

was Deputy Director of the American Institute in Taiwan.  He returned to the U.S. Embassy in 

Tokyo from 1997-2001 as Minister and Deputy Chief of Mission.  From 2001-2003 he served as 

Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs.  He later headed the 

State Department team in talks on the future of U.S. alliances with Japan and the Republic of 

Korea.  He served as U.S. Ambassador to Malaysia before joining J.P. Morgan Securities Japan Co., 

Ltd. in 2008.                               

The Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization that promotes 

understanding and cooperation in U.S.-Asia relations. Maureen and Mike Mansfield’s values, ideals 

and vision for U.S.-Asia relations continue through the Foundation’s exchanges, dialogues, research 



and educational programs, which create networks among U.S. and Asian leaders, explore the 

underlying issues influencing public policies, and increase awareness about the nations and peoples 

of Asia.  The Foundation also supports the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center at the University of 

Montana. 

The Foundation was established in 1983 to honor Mike Mansfield (1903-2001), a revered 

public servant, statesman and diplomat who played a pivotal role in many of the key domestic and 

international issues of the 20th century as U.S. congressman from Montana, Senate majority leader 

and finally as U.S. ambassador to Japan.  The Foundation has offices in Washington, D.C.; Tokyo, 

Japan; and Missoula, Montana.           
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