
JAMES F. AHRENS

President of  MHA—An Association of  Health-Care Providers (formerly the
Montana Hospital Association), Helena, Montana. Mr. Ahrens is a fellow in the
American College of  Healthcare Executives and serves on the Mountain
Pacific Quality Health Foundation Board of  Directors. He also is a member
of the National Advisory Committee on Rural Health. Under his presidency
the Montana Hospital Association (MHA) helped the Montana legislature to
develop legislation establishing Medical Assistance Facilities, which became a
model for national legislation creating Critical Access Hospitals. For this
activity the MHA received the American Hospital Association’s Justin Ford
Kimball Innovators Award. Mr. Ahrens also has served as vice president of
the Illinois Hospital Association. He received a master’s degree in education
from The Catholic University of  America in Washington, D.C., and a BA in
philosophy from St. Ambrose College in Davenport, Iowa.

JOHN CREIGHTON CAMPBELL, Ph.D.
Professor of  Political Science, University of  Michigan. In the 2000-2001
school year, Dr. Campbell was acting director and visiting professor at the
Kyoto Center for Japanese Studies. He has served as secretary-treasurer of  the
Association for Asian Studies and received numerous research fellowships,
including a Fulbright-Hays and a Ford Foundation Fellowship. With Naoki
Ikegami he co-authored The Art of  Balance in Health Policy—Maintaining Japan’s
Low-Cost Egalitarian System (Cambridge University Press, 1998) and Long-Term
Care for Frail Older People—Reaching for the Ideal System (Springer, 1999). In 1993
he received the Masayoshi Ohira Memorial Prize for his book How Policies
Change:  The Japanese Government and the Aging Society (Princeton, 1992). In 1997
and 1999 he served as a visiting professor of  medicine at Keio University and
between 1989 and 1990 was a visiting professor of  law. Dr. Campbell
received his Ph.D. in political science and a certificate from the East Asian
Institute at Columbia University in 1973. He undertook advanced language
training at the Inter-University Center for Japanese Language Studies in Tokyo
(1965-1966).

BIOGRAPHIES



RURAL HEALTH CARE IN JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES: SHARED CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS

152

ANDREW F. COBURN, Ph.D.
Professor and Director of  the Maine Rural Health Research Center and
The Institute for Health Policy at the Muskie School of  the University of
Southern Maine. Professor Coburn is a member of  the National Academy for
State Health Policy and serves on the Rural Policy Research Institute’s Expert
Panel on Rural Health Delivery. He is studying health insurance coverage
among rural children and families and rural long-term care. Among his
publications are: “The Rural Elderly and Long Term Care” in Thomas
Ricketts,’ Rural Health In the United States,  “Integrating acute and long-term
care services in rural areas: Opportunities and challenges,” Journal of  Applied
Gerontology; and “The changing landscape of  health-care financing and
delivery: How are rural communities and providers responding?,” Milbank
Quarterly. He was awarded the Distinguished Researcher award from the
National Rural Health Association in May 2000. He received his Ph.D. from
Brandeis University, his master’s degree from Harvard University and his A.B.
from Brown University.

JOHN B. COOMBS, M.D.
Associate Vice President for Medical Affairs and Associate Dean for Regional
Affairs and Rural Health at the University of  Washington School of  Medicine.
Dr. Coombs also oversees the WWAMI program, the School of  Medicine’s
regional education, research and community service program named after the
participating states of  Washington, Wyoming, Alaska, Montana and Idaho. Dr.
Coombs also is a professor of  Family Medicine at the University of
Washington School of  Medicine.  During his pediatric residency at the UW,
Dr. Coombs spent three months training in Great Falls, Montana.  Formerly
he was a member of  the American Hospital Association Governing Council
for Small and Rural Hospitals. He has also served as a member of  the
National Rural Health Association board of  directors.

NAOKI IKEGAMI, M.D., Ph.D.
Professor and Chair of  the Department of  Health Policy and Management at
the Keio University School of  Medicine. Dr. Ikegami is a board member of
the Japanese Society on Hospital Administration and is editor-in-chief  of
Hospital Administration (the society’s official journal). He also is a board
member of interRAI (an international organization of professionals working
in the fields of  health, social care and research of  older people). His research
areas have included health policy, long-term care and pharmacoeconomics. He
sits on the editorial boards of  the International Journal of  Technology Assessment in
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Health Care, Journal of  Health Administration Education, and the Journal of  Mental
Health Policy and Economics. Among his recent books and numerous
publications are The Art of  Balance in Health Policy—Maintaining Japan’s Low-Cost
Egalitarian System (Cambridge University Press, 1998) and Long-Term Care for
Frail Older People—Reaching for the Ideal System (Springer, 1999), both with John
Creighton Campbell. Dr. Ikegami graduated from Keio University School of
Medicine and was a resident in the Department of  Neuropsychiatry before
joining the Department of  Hospital and Medical Administration, from which
he received his Ph.D. He received a Master of  Arts degree in health services
studies with distinction from Leeds University in Great Britain. He also has
served as a visiting professor at the University of  Pennsylvania, at both its
Wharton School and Medical School.

EIJI KAJII, M.D.
Professor, Department of  Community and Family Medicine, Jichi Medical
School, Tochigi prefecture. Dr. Kajii received the Erwin Von Bälz prize and
has taught community-based medicine and human DNA studies at Jichi
Medical School, where he became an associate professor in the Department
of  Legal Medicine in 1992. He became a full professor in 1995. Dr. Kajii
graduated from Jichi Medical School in 1978 and worked in Tottori prefecture
at local hospitals before returning to Jichi as a lecturer in hematology in 1985.

ETSURO KASHIWAGI, M.D.
Adviser for Health Planning, Health Policy Bureau, Ministry of  Health, Labor
and Welfare, Tokyo. Dr. Kashiwagi advises and supervises prefectural
governments on Japan’s Medical Plan. In the ministry he has served on task
forces for the improvement of  medical services in national insurance
hospitals, Information Technology for medical services and control of  life-
style related diseases. He also worked on international cooperation issues at
the Embassy of  Japan in the Philippines as the first secretary and at the
Ministry of  Health in the Republic of  Indonesia as an adviser under the Japan
International Cooperation Agency.

MASAJI MAEZAWA, M.D.
Professor at Hokkaido University Graduate School of  Medicine in the
Division of  Social Medicine, teaching Primary Care (Community and Family
Medicine). Dr. Maezawa is a trustee of  the Japanese Academy of  Primary
Care. He also is an editor and author of  Practical Manual of  Long-Term Care
Insurance System. He graduated from Niigata University School of  Medicine in
1971.
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PAT MURDO

Program Manager at the Mansfield Center for Pacific Affairs. Ms. Murdo
developed the Japan-U.S. rural health conferences and worked with
Dr.  Naoki Ikegami on the proceedings of  the conference. As a social
science analyst and editor at the Japan Economic Institute in Washington,
D.C., she wrote about Japanese health policy and health-related issues. She
has a master’s degree in East Asian Studies from Stanford University.

KENJIRO NARATO, M.D.
Family practitioner and owner of  group practice clinics in rural Hokkaido. A
graduate of  Chiba University, Dr. Narato opened the Miruto Clinic in
Hokkaido in 1984 for the practice of  family medicine. In 1991 he established
and became the chairman of  a medical corporation, Kenshin-Kai. He and his
team of  doctors manage Kurisawa-cho Miruto Clinic and Iwamisawa City
Higashi-machi Family Clinic, both in Hokkaido. In 1995 he was a founding
member of  the Hokkaido Regional Health-Care Study Group. Dr. Narato also
is the executive director of  the Japan Overseas Christian Medical Cooperative
Service.

HIROSHI NATORI, M.D., Ph.D.
Professor and Director, Department of  Diagnostic Ultrasound and Medical
Electronics, Sapporo Medical University School of  Medicine. Also, Professor
in the Division of  Medical Imaging and Medical Informatics, Sapporo Medical
University Graduate School of  Medicine. Dr. Natori is an executive board
member and editor-in-chief  of  the Japan Society of  Ultrasonics in Medicine.
He is an executive board member of  the Japan Society of  Computer Aided
Diagnosis of  Medical Images. He also is a fellow of  the American Thoracic
Society, American College of  Chest Physicians.  He received a license from the
Educational Council for Foreign Medical Graduates in 1967 and was a
research fellow at the Institute for Molecular Virology at St. Louis University
School of  Medicine. He received his M.D. from Sapporo Medical College.

THOMAS C. RICKETTS, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Director, University of  North Carolina Rural Health Research Program,
University of  North Carolina, Chapel Hill, North Carolina. Dr. Ricketts also
serves as deputy director of  the Cecil G. Sheps Center for Health Services
Research at the University of North Carolina. He is an associate professor in
the Department of  Health Policy and Administration, UNC School of  Public
Health, and an adjunct associate professor in the Department of Social
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Medicine, UNC School of  Medicine. He has served as principal investigator
on such projects as an evaluation of  the Robert Wood Johnson Southern
Rural Access Program and the North Carolina Division of  Facility Services
Analysis of the Statewide Hospital Discharge Database. He edited Rural
Health in the United States (Oxford University Press, New York, 1999) and
wrote the epilogue for the book. He also has contributed a chapter on “The
Rural Patient” for The Handbook of Rural Medicine (John Wiley & Sons, 2000,
John Geyman et al. editors). Other recent peer-reviewed articles include: “The
Changing Nature of Rural Health Care” in the Annual Review of Public Health
2000 Vol. 21:639-57; “How many rural doctors are there?” with L.G. Hart
and M. Pirani in The Journal of  Rural Health Vol. 16(3): 2000; and “Hospitaliza-
tion Rates as Indicators of  Access to Primary Care,” with R. Randolph et al. in
Health & Place, 6(4): January 2001.  He received his master’s degree in Public
Health and his Ph.D. from the School of  Public Health at the University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill.

FUMIMARO TAKAKU, M.D., Ph.D.
President of  Jichi Medical School, Member of  U.S.-Japan Cooperative Medical
Science Program. Dr. Takaku was dean of  the Faculty of  Medicine at the
University of  Tokyo in 1989-90 and as Director of  the National Medical
Center from 1990-1993. He was President of the International Medical
Center of Japan from 1993-1996 and is now honorary President of the
International Medical Center of  Japan. Over his illustrious career he served as
research fellow, assistant professor, chairman and professor in the Third
Department of  Internal Medicine at Tokyo University’s Faculty of  Medicine, a
research fellow at the International Atomic Energy Agency’s Argonne Cancer
Research Hospital at the University of  Chicago, Chairman and Professor in
1972-82 of  Jichi Medical School’s Department of  Medicine and in 1988-90
of  the University of  Tokyo’s Institute of  Medical Sciences Department of
Medicine. He is a graduate of  the University of  Tokyo School of  Medicine.

TOSHIHIKO TAKEDA

Senior Officer of  Research and Planning, Health Policy Bureau, Ministry of
Health, Labor and Welfare, Tokyo.  After serving in the Ministry’s Department
of  Health and Medical Services for the Aged and in the Budget Bureau
(research and planning) of  the Ministry of  Finance, Mr. Takeda worked in the
Pharmaceutical Affairs Bureau and the Minister’s Secretariat. From 1990 to
1994 he was director of  the Department of  Health and Welfare at the JETRO
New York Center. He served as deputy director of  the Investment Guidance
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Division of  the Ministry of  Health and Welfare’s Pension Bureau from 1994
to 1996.  In the Hokkaido Government, he worked on welfare service policies
for the elderly from 1996 to 1998.  He also served as a Secretary to the
Minister of  Health and Welfare, Yuya Niwa, from 1999 to 2000. He is working
now for health-care reform in Japan, especially the reform of  legislation that
regulates medical service providers. He is a 1983 graduate of  the University of
Tokyo.

JOHN ZAUHER

Director, Health Informatics, Saint Vincent Healthcare, Billings, Montana. Mr.
Zauher has worked on telemedicine and health informatics at Saint Vincent
Healthcare, a 314-bed not-for-profit tertiary care center since 1981. He served
as Project Director for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
terrestrial Demonstration Project using advanced communications satellite
technology and the Telemedicine Instrumentation Pack designed for the Space
Shuttle Program. He was a founding member of  the Montana Health-care
Telecommunications Alliance. He also was a member of  the satellite
encryption task force of the American Hospital Association and has received
numerous awards for video education and commercial audio/visual
programs. He received a Bachelor’s Degree in radio/television broadcasting
from California State University in Fresno, California, after serving in the U.S.
Air Force.


